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a) There was a decrease of 81 (3.6%) safeguarding concerns compared 
to the previous year; a continued downward trend. Of the 2,184 concerns, 
4 were raised by the adult themselves, which was also the number in 
2021/22. 

 
b) The majority of individuals involved in a safeguarding enquiry are over 65 

and male. The most common risk type was ‘neglect and acts of 
omission’, followed by financial or material abuse and physical abuse. The 
most common location where people were identified as being at risk 
continues to be a person’s own home, followed by a residential care home. 

 
c) Somerset has continued its commitment to ‘Making Safeguarding 

Personal’ and as of end of March 2023, 100% of cases where desired 

outcomes were stated, were fully achieved. 

 

d) The SSAB continues to raise the profile of adult safeguarding and share 

best practice via its website, social media channels and internal/external 

newsletters and briefings. The Board led a regional webinar on ‘Elder Abuse’ 

during National Safeguarding Adults Week in November 2022 and hosted its 

first Conference since the Pandemic in March 2023, which welcomed people 

from all organisations to a day of presentations and interactive sessions 

themed ‘Making Safeguarding Personal’.  

 

e) To support the Board’s continuous improvement, the SSAB conducted a 

SSAB Effectiveness Survey to assist the subgroup in benchmarking current 

Board performance and to determine any areas requiring further 

development.  This work was especially beneficial given the Board has 

recently appointed a new Independent Chair and allowed the feedback to 

serve as a both a baseline at the start of his tenure as well as inform Board 

development plans. The survey identified a range of strengths (including 

multi-agency collaboration, engagement and commitment, knowledgeable 

and experienced Chair, efficient business unit, SSAB Comms and profile and 

activity and guidance for policy and procedures) as well as some 

opportunities for future development and continued attention (including focus 

on transitional safeguarding, developing further links, more engagement with 

partners in subgroups and combining resources for training). 

 

f) Two Safeguarding Adults Review were published during 2022-23 

(‘Robert’ and ‘Susan’), we also published a practice briefing and a death 

review. Somerset has seen a significant rise in SAR referrals and is 

progressing a number of reviews. 
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6.  
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